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Dr. Willie White discusses 
health care professions with 
students in Camden, 

By Dr. Jim Kenny 

Publisher 

Country doctors. They're 
not what they used to be. 
Except sometimes they still 
are. . . 

They've changed as ihe 
countryside has changed. 
They've gone, by and large, 
from being truly rural— per- 
haps living in the biggest 

house In the smallest ul- 
lage—to becoming a part of 
the suburbani/ed country, 
from being a country doc to a 
rural health care practitioner. 
It's easier nowadays to 

See Doctors 
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New Pad 
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The Sheltoii State Foundation recently unveiled its newest accomplishment: a new home for the col- 
lege president' The house, conventiently located in Woodbttnk a couple of miles from the campus, 
will also save as a showplace meeting site for SSCC. Foundation director Lezo Drummond was 
ecstatic about what the Foundation f for it- investment, For instance, hi md, "Vie pillars are 
from the David O, Parker estate and were donated by the new owners, Fntmett and Clenda Dendy. 
We could never have afforded such beautiful touches otherzoise." 



The Time for honors & ceremonies 



Shelton State held its 5 1 si 
spring c omm encement cere- 
mony on Thursday. May 6 at 7 
p.m. in the I imphrey Center of 
the Martin Campus. 

Acting Dean of Students 
Diane I. .avion said, "The 
annual graduation ceremony is 
an opportunity for student 
their friends and families to 
celebrate their accomplish- 
ments at Shelton Stale. This 
\ear over 230 students were 
awarded certificates or 
degrees." 

See Graduation 
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Some 230 students were aioarded certificates and degrees during 
graduation ceremonies on May b in the Umphrey Center. 
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Lindsey Thomas <lj. PTK 
president leadership leader, and 
Brittany Cockrell (R>. PTK 
service leader, organize the 
oods dona ted for Feed tfie 
Body, Feed the Mmd. 

By Brittany Cockrell 

PTK Representative 

Shelton State's Phi Theta 
Kappa students and faculty 
helped in the fight against 
hunger and illiteracy by 
donating books and canned 
goods to the local Hannah 
Home. 

On April 15, PTK began 
project graduation for the 
spring. Collection boxes 
were placed at She lion's 
Martin and Fredd campuses. 
ruscalo 1 County High 
school. Greensboro West 
High School and Vance 
Rlcmentarv School. 

Students and faculty donal- 
ed 336 books and 175 non- 
perishable food items. The 
project ended on May 6, and 
these items were given to 
the local Hannah Home 
which helps underprivi- 
leged women and children. 

PTK's next drive will 
take place in the fall, and 
they are hoping for an even 
more successful e\ent 
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Summer activities at 
Shelton State solve the 
Mom, I'm bored" 




Shelton State Communis 
( bllege w ill be offering a van- 
et\ of summer day-options 
during the summer of 2004. 
Wtth activities ranging from 

academics t- ;> >rts to theatre 

and dance, the "Mom, I'm 

bored" summer refrain can 
become a thing ai the past 

Spi Hfts ( amps begin June 7 
with a variety of programs 
through July 30. 

June 7- 1 i Soccer ( amp for 
girls and boys, June 14-18 
Cheerleader (amp for girls. 
JuK 12-16 Basketball (amp 
for hoys, July 19-23 

Basketball Camp for girls, 
July 26-30 Softball Camp for 
girls. June 1-22 Soccer 
Coaches'! raining. 

Organized for children 
ages six to twelve, the cost oi~ 
the camps is $125/sesston. 
For additional information on 
am of the Shelton State Sports 
Camps, contact the Office of 

Continuing Education at 

205/391-2386. 

Kids' (College - an 
Academic Program provides 
qualiu academic experience 
for students beginning with 

those who have completed 

kindergarten. 

With courses ranging from 
reading to math, stud) skills, 
and language arts to visual 
arts. Kids" Kollege is offered 
Monday throuuh Friday from 
1 2:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m. Also 
i ncl uded a re pit parali on 
courses for Algebra I. Algebra 
H and Geometry. Classes 
begin June 10 and run through 
June 25. Registration fee is 



1 5 5/ox nirse. For registration 
information, contact the 
Office of Continuing 
Education at 205/391-2386. 

I heatre Tl tloosa will 
again be offering its popular 

Applause At Workshops 

and Ovation Musical Theatre 
Worksh 5 this summer. For 
your convenience, each camp 
w ill be offered in two session 

from June I though 1 1 and 
June 21 through Julv 2. 

Applause Workshops 
focus on acting techniques 
including improvisation and 
scene stud\ while Ovation 
Workshops include vocal and 

dance training. 

Both workshops are 
designed for students age 10 
and older. The cost for the 
Applause Workshop is S2(X) 
and $300 for the Ovation 
Workshop. A $20 registration 
tee is required lor each work- 
shop. H>r additional informa- 
tion, call the Theatre 
Tuscaloosa office at 205/39 1 - 
2277. 

For the first time. Shelton 
State will extend the Pre- 
College Ballet Program to 
include the summer months o( 
June and Julv. 

■ 

Hesinnme with children 
four \ ears of age. students are 
placed in classes based on 
their age and level of experi- 
ence ranging from beginners 
to advanced levels. Class. 
begin June I and require pre- 
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registration. For more infor- 
mation contact the Office of 

Continuing Education at 205/ 
391-2386. 




Electronic* instructor L litckir engtges 24 sixth, seventh ami 
eighth graders front Hill U Middle School in a number of exer- 
cises with nifty apparati. The students were on a field trip s<>f up 

by As taut Dean Susan Mohun to reward thev trts in an 
honors program back at the school The students also visited labs 

i temi *y, computerized numerical control and elec- 

tronics on Maif 10. 






Read the book. Think about the state. 
And, one day... meet the author 

This fall, the Sh Stat wrier plans to bring the author of a fascinating new book 
about the history ot Alabama to campus. Over the next few issues, we will be telling you 

more and more about: 

// \ialumta: \ Personal History of My State, bv 

Harve\ I L Jackson 
Alabama can be a baffling place. Harvey Jackson 
book makes it less so. Tak of the most baffling, 

ironical — weird — turn of events in recent state histo 

the 1998 election of Don Siegelman on, essential! 
one platform: a statewide lottery/ followed almost 
immediately by the rejection of that lottery in a 
statewide referendum. Now how could that happen 
Jackson gives the reader a prett ucdnct answer: 
"Preachers, not politicians, proved the governor's 
undoing/' 

Yes, we all know the storv of how the churches of 
the state seemed to band together to defeat the lotter 
initiative. But to really understand how this paradox 
could take place you have to know about the combi- 
nation of scalawags and "methodists" who first pop- 
ulated the territory. When you read Jackson's book 
the sometimes wacky place we lovingly call sweet home Alabama will make more sense 
to you. 

Inside Alabama is available in fine bookstores throughout the state or on-line at 

uapress.ua.edu. 
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The Grand Gesture 

Dr. Cordell Wytm, special 

assistant to the president, 
makes a sweeping gesture as 
lie gets a chat rolling with 
President Rick Rogers and 
Prim Formbif, from U.S. 

en. Jeff Sesshns's office in 
Washington. D.C. Formby, 

of Session top aides, 
flezv into Tusacaloosa to 

iew the Shdton facilities. 
''Sen. Sessions has been so 
wonderful in hi< a stance 

- 

U iwiton," Wynn said. 
He really helps us to get 
deral funding through 

support of our proposals. " 
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The Shelton Slate 
Courier is a campus 
newspaper, written and 
produced w ith the help of sti 
dents. 

Among other functions, it 
is intended as a vehicle for stu- 
dent expression, and all stu 
dents are urged to participate 
with submissions of written 
and artistic material. 

The college seeks to fi HI 

the statement for academic 



freedom in working with the 
students in the production of 
this paper. 

All publication v subject 
to review b> the Publications 
Action Group, which has been 
delegated the responsibility to 
re\ iew a! I a >l It publications 
for content and accuracy. 

The Courier is an equal 
opportunity employer and stu- 
dent organization. All students 
are encouraged to participate. 
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Shelton State to participate 
in new state DHS grant 



program for foster youth 



Shelton Stale < "ommunit> 
College announces its partici- 
pation in the new!) launched 

labama I -ailment i 
Human Service Financial aid 
program for ehildren \vh 
have been in the state's foster 
care program — Chaffee 

Foster Care Independence 

Program. 

The grant program is 
called the Alabama K'l'V 
1 1 dueation Training Voucher) 

Program. This program pre 
rides up to $5,000 in "grant" 

aid to assist Foster youth in 

their efforts to continue thou 
education at an eligible public 
or private non-prollt postsec 
ondan institution— either col- 
lege level or technical train- 
ing. 

Awards may include 
tuition and fees and other cdu- 

ttionallx related expense 
Awards are t*-> be coordinated 
with other financial aid. not to 

exceed the cost of attendance 

Allowances to the cost of 
attendance may be made for 
computer purchase, child care, 
health insurance and othc 

expenses at the discretion of 

DHS and the Financial Aid 
office. 

To be eligible, students 
must be under 21 and ha\e 



been in fo ire until their 

!8th birthday. Students wh 

wen- Copied out of foster 

care after their 1 6th birthday 
are also eligible. 

Awards may be renewed, 
through age 23, if recipient- 
e conunuoti enrolled and 
making satisfactory acadenr 
progress. Awards ma> he 
made to currently enrolled stu- 

m 

dents as well as students plan- 
ning to enroll this fall. 

To review the eliuibilitv 
requirements and apply, Stu- 
dents must go on line to 
<http:/ w w w .studentA oucher.o 

rg/>w w vv.staietvoucher.org. 

An essay of 250-500 words i 
a part of the application. 

Students are asked to 
express their educational 
plans, career goals and l 

goals; 

After completing lb 
application, the Financial Aid 
Information Release Form 
and the Student Budget Form 
must he printed and complet- 
ed. 

For more information on 

this program and other 
>urees of financial aid, please 
contact JoeAnu ('ousel te in 
the Shelton Stale Office ttf 
Financial Aid at 205/391- 
2275. 



Doctors 

From Page 1 

live in rural areas and. usually, 
it's now easier to practice 
medicine there, too. But not 

always. 

In Camden, in Wilcox 
(ount\ about 120 miles south- 

■ 

w est Of Tuscaloosa, w hen. te 
might well begin a lour of the 
state's rural health care, two 
physicians practice the style of 

medicine their predecessors 
would have recognized 50 

years ana 

With their ow n clinics and 
even a small 20-bed hospital. 
Dr. Sumpter Blackrnon and 
Dr. Willie White have some ( 
me resourt of their big-cii 
colleagues, but they also have 
some unique challenges t 

ot r the needs of the I8.IXX) 

«tly poor) people in their 
service area. It's not alwa\ 

easy. 

- 

For instance, Blackrnon. 



ori email \ from Columbus. 
Ga.. is giving up his emer- 
gency n\>m practice at the tiny 
ncarb\ hospital because he 
can't afford it. "I asked my 

bookkeeper to figure out what 
money \\ e generated from the 

erne room last year. It 

was $23,000. Well, my mal- 
practi insurance is 

$43,000." He explains how 
the insurance company heav 
ly frowned on his coverage of 
F.R from his own office and 
the fact that Alabama's blaci- 
belt region is poor and a bit 
lawsuit-prone. But speaking 
in a fairly thick Southern 
accent and with a kind of 
point-popping diction 32 years 
of famiK practice can briu: 
Blackrnon says he loves the 
w n and the kind ci medicine 
he's pursued all these years. 
I'm just a simple family prac- 
titioner. My wife, the mayor, 

now she is tin M with the 

interesting tale to tell.* 1 

But Henrietta Blackrnon. 



mayor of the 2.000-person 

amden, doesn't think so. 
She is having Subwav iuneh 
with her husband in their 
attractive %-\ ear-old home in 
the downtow n historic district. 
"What people tell me is the) 
are impressed by the way he 
follows up a patient with a 
phone call, they love that. 
He is seeing his patients' chil- 
dren's children now." 

Blackrnon sa>s it doesn't 
matter if he likes to know so 
much about a small town and 
the people who lise there— 

that's just the way it is. "Wi- 
watt to know everything 
about everybody," he jokes, 

"because they know ever) 

thing about us! If they don't 

know it. ihe\ make stuff up. 
1 hat's part of it." 

Blackrnon now sees about 
50 patients a day. When he 

See Docters 
Pase 7 















M 








/ 









■: 



■ 






Riofo-Braikfexi Lovcfl 



Shelton State 

bids farewell 

to Dean 

Humphrey Lee 

r 25 irs as Dean of 

Students at Shelton, 

Humphrey tee hid* an emo- 
ttonal farewell to the faculty 
and staff of the college. Lee's 
wife, Nora, PTK ad'oisor and 
P ident Kick Rogers also 
marked the historic occasion. 



Its- Brandon Lov«tt 

Home is where the art is 

Astronomy and chemistry instructor Let Albritten 

admires the photographic work of hi on, Matthcir it) 

as it iisplawa at the ken tuck Gallery in Northpoi 

lay 6-29. 

\ \atthew, a former adjunct photo aphy instructor 
at Shelton, compiled a show called "The Cedars: find' 
ing home," basea on the old Albritton homeplace in 
Camden. 

In a break during the May 6 reception, Matthew 

explained how he Iook the photos usually with available 

light at various times over the years. In his artist's 

atement, the photographer wrote, "I return to the 

Cedars to photograph over and over again as a imy fo 

understand who I am and where my values originated. 




June 17 




Lizards 







Bean Brown Theatre - Box Office 



Baol hy Tfttmas Meettaa: Nntefci Charles Straus* 

lyrtes by Martin Chants 



Ask about 
Opening Night & 
Father's DaySpeciah 

^us 
our June 
Signed Performance 
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Tommorow " comes June 1 7 
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Week" highlighted nursing profession 



The nil Broadway musical 
Annie comes to the stage of 
the Bean-Brown Theatre on 
the campus June 17 as I hcalre 
Tuscaloosa's annual summer 

musical production. 

I he stor\ revolves around 
Annie, an 11 -year-old orphan 
w ho tongs for her parents to 
rescue her from the Municipal 
Orphanage and its mean-spir- 
ited matron, Agatha 
Hannigan. When billionaire 
Oliver Warbucks stumbles 
upon the little orphan and 
decides to adopt her. he must 
first deal with Hannigan 's 
opportunistic schemes. 

Annie opened at the Alvin 
I heatre on April 21, 1977. 
The New York production ran 
for 2.377 performances, mak- 
ing it the third longest running 
musical of the 1970s. Songs 
include 'Tomorrow," ,M e\J 
I ike To Thank You." "Little 
Girls." '1 Think I'm Gonna 
Like It Here." Kisn Stive!." 
"You Won't He An ( Orphan Lor 
Long," "You're Never hull 
I )ressed Without a Smile" and 
Annie. 

Director Michael C'arr has 

cast Rosie Webber in the title 

le of the red-haired orphan. 

ther young girls playing 

Annie fellow orphans 



include Kailcv Bisscll. Lrin 
Hogue. Shelby Smclley. Laura 
Jean Allen. Mattie Bonds-, 
Pertriena Crummie, Ashle\ 

- 

Alexander- Lee. Rebecca* 
Hands. Sarah Kathr\n Bond 
SiAmbria Cabbil, (irac 
( >nner. Mary Katherine Link. 
Kailie Melchior. Sarah Beth 
Patterson, Lmily Poole, Sarah 
Stuart, Cieru Nadc Wade, and 
Amelia Webber. 

Additional principal rok 
are lllled by Elizabeth Renick> 
as Miss Hannigan, Man 
Kathr\n Perkins as Grace 
Farrell. Charles Prosser as 
Daddy Warbucks. Ray Taylor 
as Booster, Sara Catherine 
Ihomason as Lilly St. Regis 
and Brent Jones as F.D.R 
Round inu out the cast are 
Lindsay \Ilen, Kelley Brown. 
Cher\l ConnelK. Rachel 
Hogue, Jennifer Huggin 
Susie Johnson, Bete) 
Meadows. Natalie Poole. 
Megan Skclton. Mike Bissell, 
I ake Bo\d..Joc\ Lay, Anthonv 
Noland. Jonathan Pale. Judson 

Smyiy, Martin Ward and 
Wescotl Youngson. 

In addition to Carr. the 
artistic staff for Annie includi 
scenic designer Christopher 
Dunham, costume designer 
Jeaneitc Waterman. lighting 



designer Jessie Til ton and 

stage manager Sara-Margaret 
Coker. 

Musical directors for the 
production are Leslie Loss and 
Marcia Hood with Leigh 
Richey Murphree providing 

choreography. 

Annie will be presented 
June 1 7 through 27. L\ cning 

performances are scheduled 

for 7:30 p.m. on June 17. 18. 

19. 25 and 26. Matinee per- 
formances ai 2 p.m. are sched- 
uled tor June 19. 20, 23, 26 
and 27. 

Ticket prices Fur the pro- 
duction are S20 adults and $ 1 5 
for seniors, students and chil- 
dren. On Lather's l>ay. June 

20. all "Daddv Y will receive 
a $5 discount on the price of 
one adult ticket when addi- 
tional children's tickets are 
purchased. Shelton State stu- 
dent tickets are $6 with a cur- 
rent student 1. D. card. 

Tickets may be purchased 

in person at the box office in 

the theatre lobby or bv catling 
205-391-2277." 

Opening night audiences 
are inv ited to attend a recep- 
tion with the cast and crew 
immediate)) following the 

production in the Wilson ( arr 
Rehearsal Hal!. 



By Jackie Williams 
and Gladys Hill 

Of the 2.5 million regis 
lered nurses in the I S„ 
-W.000 of" them practice m 
Alabama. According to a I t.S. 

consumer survey, registered 

nurses are the number one 
most trusted profession. 

The National Nurses' 
Week theme for 2(X>4 during 
May 6-12 was "Keeping 
America Healthy." The 
Shelton State Nursing 
Programs observed nurses 
week by presenting each nurs- 
ing student with a gift bag 
filled with treats and other 
items to aid in sun iv ing nurs- 
ing school. In addition to the 
gift bags, the nursing program 
Sponsored the annual Nurses' 
Day picnic on April 30 at 
Snow Hinton Park. A contem- 
porary gospel group, led by 
nursing student Kenneth 
Bcleu entertained the audi- 
ence. 

During the picnic, the 

shelton State Association of 

Nursing Students iSSAN v 

cognized two students. 

( ammic Smith received the 
S SANS's Leadership Award. 
Smith w the 200 10O4 
president and led the SSANS 
mem be in in conducting sen 



ice projects on campus and in 
the comunits. Cindy 
Patcnaude. was the recipient 
of the Fellowship Award. 

The Lnited Stales Bureau 
o\' Labor's statistics listed 
nursing lls number one for job 
rowlh tor the next 10 years. 
1 he total U.S student-nursing 
population rose 3.7 percent in 

2001 and 8 percent in 2002, 
according to the American 
Association of Colleges of 
Nursing. With a large number 
of practicing nurses leaving 
the career, the increase enroll- 
ment is not enough to meet the 
increase demand for nurses by 
2010 as reported by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
While the nursing profession 
struggles to address a cata- 
strophic global shortage of 
nurses, there is also the grow 
ing nursing lacultv shortage. 

Shelton Stale is committed 
to educating nurses in West 
Alabama, Fifty new ass(x*iai 
degree nurses graduated May 

2002 and 42 new practical 

nurses students graduated in 
2003. ( rail, in 2003 thei 

were a total o\' 2,294 new Is 
liccn i nurses read) to work 
in Alabama. Of that number, 
the Alabama Colic: System 
educated 1.611 or 70 percent 
of all new nurses. 
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Investing 




Your Future 
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Are you ready for rrcor»? 
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Students at the University or Montevallo 

master the subjects of their choice. 



Perhaps more importantly, the liberal arts foundation 



a I nix rsitv oi Montevallo edu tio 



n 



allows students to d< clop the critical-thinking skill 



req n i r 



d fi 



>r sn 



> in their careers. 



their communities, their li\ 



At I'M, we believe preparation for the real world 

is the most important education of all. 

Educating for Life 




* 



University of Montevallo 







Alabama's Public Liberal Arts I niversity 
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Year 

From Paee 1 

The speaker tor the com- 
mencement ceremony was 
Sandra Hail Ray. member * 
the Alabama Suite Board of 
Education for the 7ih District. 
First elected to the St board 
in 1995. Mrs. R;; served 

n the boards of United 

( 'enebral R&lsy, Boy Scout 
Theatre I'uscuKxisa. Rotary 
lub. Shelton Stale 
Foundati« m. Adopt-A Sehool 
Steering Committee, the 
Chamber i^' Commerce < 

West Alabama and was a past 
president Of the Tuscaloosa 
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Photos; Bi iveti 

Getting ready for the graduation c er em o n ie s are 
(L-R) President Rich R> Sandra Hall Ray 

and itrant to the President Cordell Wynn. 



Dr. Thomas 

I l Imphre) 

Who was 

president of 
Shelton State 

( ommunit) 
( ollege from 
1988-2004 

The recipient 
of tl 

I nomas I 

I m p h r e \ 
Outstandin 

F r e s h m a n 

Award is 
select e d 
based on out- 
standing aa 




d e m i c 

achievement and involvement 

in campus activities. Finalists 
lor this prestigious award 
were Stormy O'Brvant and 

Li nd.se> Thomas. I he recipi- 
ent of the 20M Thomas 1 
( Imphre) Outstanding 

freshman Award is Lindst 
I nomas. 



Former SSCC President Leo 
Sumner cengradulaU 

Wilfredd \jah for receiving the 
Outstanding Sophomore 
Award. 

County Board of hducation. 

Shelton State President 
Rick Rogers said, "We are 
delighted to have Sandra Ray 
as our special guest at our 

s()ring commencement cere- 
mom . Her 
involvement in 

education in West 
Alabama and the 
entire slate make 
her the perfec 
speaker for this 
ent." 

The 7 p m. ec: 
emon\ was pre 
ceded b> a h 

lion for les 

and guests at 6 
p.m. in the lobb\ 

of the I Imphre) 

( enter. 

Shelton State 
ai recognized the 



red student was presented 
with a medallion featuring the 
Shelton State seal. 

The college awards, the 
most prestigious that the 
College bestows, included: 

The Outstanding Technical 

Student Award is named for 

Ir. i. W. Mitchell who wi 
president of Fredd State 
Techni c a 1 
Col I cue from 
1976-1981 I "he 
recipient o\ the I. 
W Mitchell 

u t s ta nd i n g 

1 e e h n i c a 1 
student Award i 
selected based on 

a c a d e m i c 

achievement, 

involvement in 
tmpus and com- 
munitv activities. Oi Mien Blackshear takes the Shelton State 
technical recog- Brass Ensemble through its rendition of 

nition. and job "Pomp and Circumstance at graduation. 
related activities. 



Allen who served in < !ongress 
from 1969-1978. The recipi- 
ent \>t the James B. Allen 
Award is selected based on 
academic achievement and 

service to the College and 

community. The 2<X)4 red pi - 
U of the James B. Allen 

Award is Clayton N se. 
The Outstanding 

Sophomore Student Award is 
named for Dr. Leo Sumner 
who was president of Shelton 
State Communitv College 

from i976-1988.Tiie recipient 
of the Leo Sumner Award is 
selected based on outstanding 
academic performance. >! 

involvement, and communitv 

sen ice It is the highest honor 

that a student can earn at 

lelton State Community 

allege. The finalists for the 

rflege's most prestigious 

award were Wilfred Njah. 

lara Robinson and J* ica 

( hrisiian. The 2(K)4 recipient 

oi the Leo Sumner 

< Hitstanding Sophomore 

Aw ard is Wilfred Njah. 



The 2(X)4 recipient of the I. W. 

Mitchell Award is John 

Johnson. 

The Special Achievement 

Award is named after Mr. 

Norman C. 
Cephus wh 
was president 
o( fredd Slate 

T e c h n i c a 1 
College from 
1982-1990 

The i ni of 

e Norman ( 

ephus Special 

Achievement 

Award is 

ted based 

on academic 
iie\ ement. 

involvement in 

impus and 

community 




' 




The Outstanding lechnical 
Student Award is named fi>r 
Mr. Harold I. James who was 
president oi Shelton Stale 
lechnical College from 1951- 
1976. Finalists for this presti- 
gious award were William 
Bozeman and lara Hubbard. 
The recipient of ihe 2(K)4 
Harold I. James Outstanding 
lechnical Student Award is 
William Boa 

I be Allen Award is named 
alter I . S. Senator Jan B. 



Theresa Herring was named 
Female Student-Athlete of the 
Year. She is the only female 
athlete to have lettered in three 

sports in the two-year college 

system: soc oftbalL and 
h ball. ring has ah 
maintained a 3.5 CPA 

throughout Iter carter. She has 
served an Team Council ami 

the Student Actum 
ommitti 



Roland Pugh 

announces $1(MM)(X) 

contribution to 

Building Futures 




~R) Tommy Hester, Campaign 

ers f president of 
State Community 

lUegi son A tiller, I 

the Center for Worl rce 

vebptnent; and Roland Pugh. 
Honorary Cam\ i Choi 
announced Building Futun 
Campaign for the Education, 
Endowment Fund far Ihe ] -/ 
Alabama Center r Workfcm 
Development during the center's 
ten house ot lay 19. 

Roland Push, honoran 

chair of the "Building Futun 

ampoignfor the Educational 

Endowment Fund for The 

West Alabama Center lor 
Workforce De\ eiopment," 
announced his $100,000 am- 
uibution on May 19 durin 
the Center's Open House. 
This $3 million campaign's 
purpose is to provide support 
lor student tuition assistance 
and Center for Workforce 
Development operations 

"I believe l hat this cam- 
paign, one of our most im|x>r- 
tant ever, is appropriate! \ 
named 'Building Futures,' 
because that's exactlv what 
this funding will enable us to 
). Not onlv will the Center 

be training and assessing entry 

\el employees, it will also 

accommodate th. in the 

workforce who are in need of 
flexible and immediate skill 
training, thus ensuring a better 

life for those employees and 

their families and also for the 
West Alabama cconorm is a 
whole." said Rogers. 






successes and 

achievements of 

their students dur- 
ing the Honors l)a> 2(KU 
( 'onvocatu m held on May 2 in 
the atrium of the Martin 
Campus. Hundreds of famih 
and friends joined Shelton 
State facull) and HaflTo honor 
over 300 students. Each hon- 



}ulie Shukla 

named Courier iter of 

the Year and lull 

(R named m Ma 

QmtUfli n Student of activities, tech- 

the Year. 



nical recogni- 
lion. and job 
related activities. Ihe 2004 
recipient of the Nonnan < 
Cephus Special Achievement 
Award is Lamar 

Quartermaine. 

Ihe Outstandin 

freshman Award is named for 
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Doctors 

From Page 3 

first came there he sometimes 

tw 150, some of whom had 
nc\ cr visited a doctor. He was 
the first ph\si :i to accept 
Medieare or Medicaid Dot 
he regret the derision he made 
three decades ago to nruclk 
rural medicine.' "I don't 

regret it. Ever) now and then 
when you've been up four 

ivs in a HOW, VOU kind < 

- 

wonder what it would have 
been like some w here eKe. 
But we have loved this area 

and this smalt-town living. I 

don't think we could survive 
in a large city." 

One t«i the factors helping 
to make Blackmon's life easi- 
er is his colleague only a few 
blocks away, Dr. Willie White, 
who grew up in Thomasv ille 
only 30 miles down the high- 
was. They swap hospital calls 
e\ cry other day . Dr. ( ook. the 
town's third doctor, alternates 
night-time calls. There is ai- 
a resident who covers on the 
weekends. 

While seems amazed to 
find himself ha\ ing practiced 
medicine in Camden for the 
last 19 years. In conversation, 
he refers to this startling fact 
several times. He is youthful. 



beefy and robust. His com- 
panions cant believe his 

apparent age either. At the 
behest ol' a school counselor. 
While is headed this hot Ma\ 
morning to the local public 
schtx>l for a chat with son. 
seniors about the possibiliQ of 
u health-care career. Dressed 
in scrubs with a stethoscope 
slung around his neck, he 
jauntily navigates the hall- 
was s. Several uniform-clad 
students say hello to him. 
Dr. White, though, is no 
ick-siapjXT. He kx>ks the 
udeots who hail him in th 

hallways in the cu 

Appraising them carefully, he 
seems to want to know more 
than "how you doing": he 
seems to want to know if the\ 
are taking caa- of themselves. 

c 

In the librars he does not trv I 
make a sales-pitch either. He 
knows how challenging it is to 
do well if you're from a rural 
area, if you don't have the best 
role models, if you are poor. 
W^ite doesn't pander to them 
'You have to work hard. You 
have to study.*' he repeats sev- 
eral limes. 

Back in his clinic. While 
doesn't sugarcoat the life of 
the rural practitioner. "I could 
have left several times, but 
I've never done it A couple o! 
weeks ago they offered me a 



Theatre' 
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position over at Thomasville, 
mv hometown. I decided i 
stay on primarily because 
there is a need here." 

White never thought he 
would end up practicing in a 
rural area. Hegotttrteres I'm 
medicine in the fourth grade 
when he went to the hospital 
»ur times. In medical school, 
Meharry Medical ( ollege in 
Nashville, he thought he 
would specialize in radiology. 
but he discovered the\ nev\ 
saw patients. He was too bi 
of a people person for that 

A score of years later he is 
still at it in Camden. 'You 
don't make a lot of money in 
the rural areas. If someone is 
interested in medicine mvi 
thinking about aiming to a 
rural area, they're not going to 
think about becoming rich. 
It's not going lo happen here." 
Dr. White chuckles loudly, 
looking around his comfort- 
able clinic office lined with 
pictures of his family. 
"You'v e got to be dedicated io 
doing this kind of medicine to 
even consider it" 

You too could become a 
country doctor— a rural 
health care practitioner. 
The University of Alabama's 
College of Community 
Health Sciences is looking 



for students who 
are smart L ? 

enough, motivat- * 
ed enough, and 
care enough. If 
\ou are, they will 
be with you even 
step of the way. 

If the life of a 
rural physician 
intrigues you, 
contact them at 
the department 
of community 
and rural medi- 
cine-(205) 348- 

136*. 

John Wheat, 
MD. MPH, 

Professor of 
Community & 

1 

Rural Medicine 
and Internal 
Medicine, is 

director of the 
t \ Rural 

Scholars 
Programs, He 
grew up in 
Sumter and 
Autauga counties 
and is committed to helping 
rural students become 
physicians for their home- 
towns or similar rural com- 
munities. You can contact 
him at jwheat@cchs.ua.edu 
or 348-1300. 

The Courier would tike u> 




i'fiuUVBnuuion tovett 



Dr. Sampler Blacknum writes a prescription 
in hi< dime in Camden, Blackmon has prac- 
ticed medicine in that small tenon for over 
M) years-and he wouhin 7 do anything eke. 

thank Dr. Amit Sharma from 
CCHS. who lias led the paper 
on its tour of Alahima rural 
health care. Dr. Sharma 
begins an internal residency in 
Montgomery soon, but he 
vows to stay in touch with this 
pro feci. We'll hold him to it. 



'Leapin ' Lizards! 



Bean Brown Theatre - Box Office: 391-2277 



Book by Thomas Meehan; Music by Charles Strouse; 

Lyrics by Martin Charnin 



Ask about 

Opening Night & 

Father's Day Specials, 

plus 
our June 27 
Signed Performance 
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v^cramic Bath 
V^entrai Air$r I loat 
osotoc tiling 

v^ozij uOunit implex 
V-x>miortable roomtj interior 

V^apable IrienclU) on site management 
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entertainment 
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-New Pool, Rock Waterfall & Palm Treei 

-Exercise Room & 2nd Pool 

- 1,2, & 3 Bedroom Luxury Townhomes 

-Free Tanning Beds 

-Really Nice Clubhouse 

-Monitored Security System 

-Gas Log Fireplaces 

-French Doors to Private Balcony 

& Private Patio 
-Fully Equipped Kitchens with built-in 

Microwaves, Dishwashers & Disposal 
-Spacious Wal kin-Closets 
-Friendly, Responsive Staff 
-24 hour Emergency maintenance 
-Special Extra Tall 9 Foot Ceilings 



205 

3201 Hargrove Road East 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405 
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Oversized 

Bedrooms 
Two Full Baths 







Pool with large Sun deck 
Near University Ma 
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1600 Veteran's Memorial Parkway 



